Perianal actinomycosis: a case study of this rare infection associated with nicorandil usage.
Perianal actinomycosis infection is a very rare occurrence and is challenging to diagnose. Nicorandil is a potassium channel agonist, which is used in the treatment of ischaemic heart disease. Its usage is associated with perianal ulceration and delayed surgical wound healing. We report a case of actinomycosis complicating a chronic perianal ulcer, which was associated with long-term nicorandil usage. It raised the suspicion of malignancy and required over six months of antimicrobial treatment to achieve satisfactory healing. Perianal actinomycosis results in chronic infection which spreads across tissue planes and can resemble an ulcerated malignancy. Nicorandil usage can result in perianal ulceration and produces conditions which are conducive to actinomycosis infection. In such cases, nicorandil therapy should be discontinued, if possible, and long-term systemic antibiotics form the mainstay of treatment.